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The standard foam mattresses in our facility needed ] Y

to be replaced on all medical-surgical units due to
wear and tear. Along with rising costs in specialty
bed rentals and concern over nosocomial pressure
ulcers, our hospital opted to purchase pressure relief 4
mattresses to replace the old foam mattresses. After
clinical evaluation of several dynamic pressure relief
mattresses, both powered and non-powered, we ‘ L o : | 4 ; M"w .
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SETTING/SUBJECTS:

350-bed hospital with an average of 253 patients assessed at time of pressure ulcer prevalence studies.

METHODOLOGY:
The new pressure relief mattresses were placed on the medical-surgical beds in January 2004. A comparative percentage
of patients with facility-acquired pressure ulcers (12.4%) were obtained from pressure ulcer prevalence study data last performed

in March 2003. A repeat prevalence study was performed three-month post-new mattress application in April 2004 with

255 patients’ assessed. The data revealed a 9% rate of patient’s with facility-acquired
pressure ulcers. This study was again repeated in August 2004
with 251 patients assessed revealing a rate of 4.78%.
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CONCLUSION:

With the replacement of the standard foam mattress

to the non-powered dynamic surface, we were able to
decrease our facility-acquired pressure ulcers by 61.5%
in an eight-month time period. Quarterly pressure ulcer
prevalence studies will continue to be performed to

evaluate the effectiveness of the mattress.

./<

Pressure Ulcer Trending
Patients with Facility Acquired Wounds

STATISTICS

;
=
|
o
o
=)

Prior to instituting 23 patients 12 patients 15 patients
the AccuMax with hospital with hospital with hospital
Pressure acquired ulcers / acquired ulcers / acquired ulcers /
Relief Matiress 255 patients 251 patients 258 patients
seen seen seen

PRESSURE

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE/DISCLOSURE:
No financial assistance was received for the study. Poster development,
registration and travel to be provided by Encompass Therapeutic Support Systems




